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A CONFIDENT FAITH FOR CONTROVERSIAL TIMES

14.    “A New and Improved Covenant.”
Scripture: Hebrews 8:1 - 13
Theme:  “God's Old Covenant through Moses based on performance has been replaced by a new covenant through Christ based on grace!"
Introduction
On the night in which He was betrayed, Jesus took bread and as He broke it He said:  “This is my body broken for you?” Then He took a cup of wine, passing it to His Disciples, He said: “Drink from it, all of you. This is My Blood of the (new) covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins." (Mt. 26:26 - 28).

With those words and symbolic actions, He borrowed and applied the phrase used by Moses when He took the Passover blood of an animal and sprinkled it on the people and said: “This is the blood of the covenant that the Lord has made with you in accordance with these words.” (Ex. 24:8). The contrast Jesus makes is deliberate. Moses used blood of an animal; Jesus used bread and wine as symbols of His own broken body and shed blood. Moses spoke of the covenant of the law issued from Mt Sinai; Jesus alluded to the New Covenant of Grace through the Cross on Mt Calvary. Moses spoke of God’s words which provided for the temporal covering of man’s sins so God could remain in the midst of His people. Jesus promised the actual remission of sins so God could live within His people forever.
Why then do we call it a new covenant? Was this some new-fangled idea thought up by early Christians? “No!” says our writer. God announced His intention of doing so centuries ago through the Jewish prophet Jeremiah. The failure of the old covenant through Moses was that it emphasized what Israel was required to do – but they could not. The terms of the new covenant simply announced what God would do. It is this excellent New Covenant which our author now expands in chapters 8 – 10.
I. The Provisions of a Covenant (Heb. 8:1 – 6).
1. Look up the word “Covenant” in a Bible dictionary. What does it mean?
· How is God’s covenant with Abraham (Gen 12:1 – 3; 15:12, 17 – 18) different from the covenant God made with Israel (Exodus 19:4 – 8)?

2. What is the point the writer is making in vss. 1 – 2? Please reread Hebrews 7:26 – 28.

· Where is Jesus right now and what is He doing? 

(8:1 – 2; Heb. 4:14 – 17; 7:25; I Jn. 2:1).
3. What is the “job description” of a High Priest? (8:3).

· Why would Jesus not qualify to be a Jewish priest on earth? (8:4; 7:5).

4. What do the terms “copy,” “shadow,” and “pattern” indicate about the tabernacle and Levitical priesthood? (8:5).

· Based on the amount of chapters written in the Bible, what subject would you say is more important: creation or Levitical priesthood, sacrifices and tabernacle?

5. In what ways is Jesus ministry superior to that of the Levitical priesthood?

(7:20 – 28; 1:2 – 4; 2:9; 3:3 – 4; 4:14 – 16).

· What does a covenant with God make possible?

II. The Problems with the Old Covenant (Heb. 8:7 – 9).
1. What made the “Old Covenant” conditional – on what was it based? 

(Ex. 19:5 – 6; 24:3, 7).
· The fault for the failure of the Old Covenant lay where? (8:7 – 8).

· Why do you suppose God would establish a covenant with His people which He knew they could not keep? (Rom. 3:20; 5:20; 7:7; Gal. 3:19).

· By giving His law and demanding perfection what does God seek to expose in people? (Mark 7:20 – 23; Prov. 16:18; Prov.26:12).
2. On what promise that a new covenant was coming does the writer point to? (Jer. 31:31 – 34).

· With whom was this covenant to be made?
· How was it fulfilled by Jesus? (Matt. 26:27 – 29; II Cor. 1:20).

· How and why can Christians claim that the new covenant included them? 

(Rom. 4:11, 16; Gal. 3:9, 16, 29).

3. What is the basic problem with people past, present and future? (8:9).

III. The Promises of the New Covenant (Heb. 8:10 – 13).

1. What are some specific ways in which the New Covenant is different from the Old? (8:10).

· How is this promise similar to Ezekiel? (36:26 – 27).

· How does the Holy Spirit promised by Jesus fulfill this prophecy? 
(Jn. 14:15 – 18, 26; 15:26; 16:7 – 14).
2. How do you understand vs. 11? How can people “know the Lord?” What is required? (I Cor. 2:14 – 16; 12:3; Rom. 8:5 – 7, 15 – 17).
3. What is God’s response to sin under the New Covenant? (8:12).

· How difficult is it for you to believe that God will remember your sins no more?

4. What does the New Covenant imply as to the fate of Judaism as a religion? (8:13).

Application

1. What have you learned about God from the fact that He set aside the Old Covenant in favor of the New? What makes the new so much better?
2. How does it make you feel to realize that under the New Covenant, you can have an intimate relationship with God?

